PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Joe Bentivegna Named President of Yamaha Guitar Group
Calabasas, CA— March 5, 2019 – Yamaha Guitar Group, Inc., today announced the
forthcoming appointment of Joe Bentivegna to President of the Calabasas-based
company. In his new role, Bentivegna, currently the organization’s Chief Operating
Officer, will assume leadership of Yamaha Guitar Group and its responsibilities in
managing three of the guitar and bass industry’s leading brands: Yamaha guitars, Line
6, and Ampeg.
Mr. Bentivegna joined Line 6 ten years ago, and as COO he has been overseeing and
building teams that manage the company's product development, supply chain, IT,
logistics, and customer support functions. Mr. Bentivegna has been vital in leading the
company through its continued growth and transition into a member of the Yamaha
family. Previously he served a 16-year tenure at digital media powerhouse Avid, where
he was Chief Operating Officer for the Video Division.
“I’m thrilled to be passing the torch to someone who appreciates the company’s culture
and our customers so much, and is such a great fit for the role,” remarked Marcus Ryle,
current President of Yamaha Guitar Group and Co-Founder of Line 6. “With his history
and proven track record, I’m confident Joe is the right person to lead the organization
into the next phase of innovation and development.”
Line 6, launched in 1996 but originally founded as Fast Forward Designs in 1985, was
acquired by Yamaha in 2014 and, under Ryle’s leadership, formed into Yamaha Guitar
Group and acquired Ampeg in 2018. As he approached 39 years of leadership in the MI
industry, Ryle decided at the beginning of 2019 that the timing was right for him to step
down as President and transition into a consulting role. “Our leadership team has shown
great skill in managing and growing our guitar brands,” Ryle added. “I feel very lucky to
be able to leave the company in such capable hands.”
“I am enormously thankful to Marcus Ryle for his many contributions to Yamaha Guitar
Group. I am humbled and honored for the opportunity to now lead this amazing team
into its next era,” said Bentivegna. “We have great products, great customers, and what
looks to be an exciting future in front of us. I also look forward to building even stronger
partnerships within all of Yamaha and throughout the industry.”
Mr. Ryle is will continue in his role through the end of March, and Mr. Bentivegna will
assume his new role beginning April 1, 2019.

####
About Yamaha Corporation

Since its founding in 1887, the Yamaha Corporation Group has developed its business
activities focusing on musical instruments, audio products, Yamaha music schools,
semiconductors, and other products and services related to sound and music. With its
unique expertise and sensibilities, Yamaha is committed to creating excitement and
cultural inspiration together with people around the world.
About Yamaha Guitar Group, Inc.
Yamaha Guitar Group, Inc. (YGG) is a U.S. based wholly owned subsidiary of Yamaha
Corporation of Japan, that is dedicated to serving the needs of guitar players through
three distinct brands: Yamaha, Line 6, and Ampeg.
Yamaha began making classical guitars in Hamamatsu, Japan in 1941 and launched in
the U.S in 1966 with the legendary FG180 acoustic, the forefather of the best-selling FG
series. Since then, Yamaha has gone on to create class-leading instruments including
the SBG, Pacifica, and Revstar electric guitars, BB basses, APX electro acoustics, the
unique Silent Guitar and, most recently, the TransAcoustic guitar, all combining
craftsmanship, technology and engineering excellence to redefine what a guitarist can
expect from their guitar.
Line 6 is known for products which leverage groundbreaking digital technology to inspire
guitarists. With a long history of firsts, Line 6 has a proven track record of creating
category-defining products. Their best-selling flagship Helix® guitar processor has
received numerous accolades and awards, including the Guitar World “Platinum
Award”, the Premier Guitar “Premier Gear Award”, and the Guitar Player “Editors’ Pick”
award.
Ampeg has produced some of the music industry's most innovative amplification
products including the first bass combo amp, the first guitar amp with reverb and the de
facto stage bass amp, the SVT. Since the 1940s, Ampeg has offered unique and often
first-to-market features and performance capabilities, resulting in six U.S. patents under
the Ampeg brand name.
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